Article 1: Sugar-Free but Safe? What Diabetic
Should Know About Artificial Sweeteners

The number of people living with diabetes is increasing rapidly across the world. At
the same time, the popularity of sugar-free or artificial sweeteners as an alternative to
regular sugar has also grown, mainly because they help control blood sugar levels
and support weight management.

However, an important question remains, How effective and beneficial are
artificial sweeteners for people with diabetes? Do they have any long-term
negative effects? Researchers and healthcare experts continue to study these
questions.
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Why Are Artificial Sweeteners Popular?

One of the biggest advantages of artificial sweeteners is that, unlike regular sugar,
they contain little or no calories and do not significantly raise blood glucose levels
immediately after consumption. Because of this, many people use them as a
substitute for sugar to help manage their weight and blood sugar levels. Their
effects are not limited to laboratory research; millions of people use them in their
daily lives, especially individuals with diabetes.

Are Artificial Sweeteners Good or Bad?
Experts have differing opinions, and there has been ongoing discussion about



whether artificial sweeteners have side effects. Some studies suggest that
long-term consumption of artificial sweeteners, particularly in processed foods and
beverages, may have negative health effects. These may include:

e Increased risk of high blood pressure.

e Higher risk of heart disease.

e Changes in the balance of gut bacteria.

e Possible digestive problems when consumed in large amounts.

What Do Doctors and Nutritionists Say?

“Artificial sweeteners can help people with diabetes reduce their intake of
added sugar without causing an immediate rise in blood glucose. However,
‘sugar-free’ does not automatically mean healthy or suitable for unlimited
consumption, as these products may still contain carbohydrates, calories or
other processed ingredients. Patients should read nutrition labels carefully,
consume sweeteners in moderation and focus on gradually reducing their
overall preference for overly sweet foods.”
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Medical professionals and nutrition experts generally agree that:

o Artificial sweeteners are not considered harmful when
consumed within recommended limits.

e They are not a magical cure for diabetes or obesity.

e People with diabetes may consume artificial sweeteners in

moderation. e However, evidence regarding their long-term effects



remains mixed.

Some research indicates they help reduce sugar intake, while other studies
suggest they may contribute to digestive issues. Therefore, anyone planning to use
artificial sweeteners regularly should consult a qualified doctor or registered
dietitian to determine what is most appropriate for their individual health needs.

Which Artificial Sweeteners Are Considered Safe?

Experts note that low-calorie sweeteners have become increasingly popular among
people with diabetes because they add sweetness with very few or no calories.
Scientific research has found that approved sweeteners such as:

e Sucralose

e Aspartame

e Acesulfame Potassium
e Stevia

can be safely consumed within the recommended daily intake limits.

These sweeteners generally have little or no effect on blood glucose levels. Since
reducing added sugar intake is one of the key ways to control high blood sugar,
low-calorie sweeteners can help satisfy sweet cravings without causing sudden
spikes in blood glucose. They may also support weight management by reducing
overall calorie intake when used in place of sugar.

Experts emphasize that artificial sweeteners are not a cure-all. Moderation remains the
best approach. When used appropriately, low-calorie sweeteners can be a safe
substitute for sugar for people with diabetes. However, they should be viewed as a
supportive tool—not a replacement for the foundations of diabetes management,
which include:
e A balanced, nutritious diet rich in vegetables, fruits, whole grains, and

protein.
e Regular physical activity.
e Adequate sleep.
e Following medical advice from healthcare professionals.

Ultimately, managing diabetes requires a healthy lifestyle rather than relying solely
on sugar substitutes. Artificial sweeteners can certainly replace sugar, but
depending on them while neglecting other healthy habits is unlikely to produce
positive health outcomes.

Disclaimer: This material is for patient education/awareness purpose only. It does
not replace the advice or counsel of a doctor or health care professional. Sun
Pharmaceuticals Laboratories Limited (SPLL) makes every effort to provide
information that is accurate and timely, but makes no guarantee in this regard. You
should consult with, and rely only on the advice of, your physician or health care
professional. No part of this may be reproduced, transmitted or stored in any form
or by any means either mechanically or electronically without prior intimation to Sun



